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ward on their own authority the list of twenty-five original
members, which will be found in an Appendix; adding
to it ten " Associates," whose work was considered less
creative (that is to say, not producing either poetry, novels,
or plays), or less Irish. Yeats, introducing the project to
the public at a meeting, made it clear that the intention
was to have a body of literary men whose joint opinion
would carry weight even against other authorities.
It will be seen that the list as constituted has notable
omissions. Katherine Tynan died a short time before it
was drawn up, others refused the invitation to member-
ship. But the muster remains imposing.
Among the poets of whom I have not already written
at some length, Seumas O'Sullivan belongs to the earlier
brood fostered by A.E. His contribution to Irish literature
has been augmented by his editorship of the Dublin Maga-
zine, a quarterly which always bears the marks of a skilled
interest in literature. Oliver Gogarty is of the same genera-
tion, as is testified by many references to him in George
Moore's Hail and Farewell, and also by the presentation of
him under another name in Ulysses ; but the books of
verse to which he owes his membership appeared after
the Civil War. These are An Offering of Swans and Wild
Apples. A single verse may be quoted from the earlier
of these books:
" Then do not murmur at the knife
That death's indifferent hand drives home,
But with the striven leave the strife
Nor, after Caesar, skulk in Rome."
Any judge of English verse at any time, or for the last
three hundred years, would have recognized this as high
poetry, yet not specially marked with the impress of any
period. Elsewhere, as Mr. Yeats in his Foreword observes,